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been known. He entered the service of Spain, distinguished
himself in the army, obtained the support of the Prince of
Orange, and ultimately rose to the very highest influence and
prosperity.

People were astonished this year, that while the Princess of
Savoy was at Fontainebleau, just before her marriage, she was
taken several times by Madame de Maintenon to a little un-
known convent at Moret, where there was nothing to amuse
her, and no nuns who were known. Madame de Maintenon
often went there, and Monseigneur with his children sometimes;
the late Queen used to go also. This awakened much curiosity
and gave rise to many reports. It seems that in this convent
there was a woman of colour, a Moorish woman, who had been
placed there very young by Bontems, valet of the King. She
received the utmost care and attention, but never was shown
to anybody. When the late Queen, or Madame de Maintenon
went, they did not always see her, but always watched over
her welfare. She was treated with more consideration than
people the most distinguished ; and herself made much of the
care that was taken of her, and the mystery by which she was
surrounded. Although she lived regularly, it was easy to see she
was not too contented with her position. Hearing Monseigneur
hunt in the forest one day, she forgot herself so far as to exclaim,
"My brother is hunting 1" It was pretended that she was a
daughter of the King and Queen, but that she had been hidden
away on account of her colour; and the report was spread that
the Queen had had a miscarriage. Many people believed this
story: but whether it was true or not has remained an enigma.
Theyearl698commencedbyareconciliationbetween the Jesuits.
and the Archbishop of Bheims. That prelate upon the occasion
of an ordonnance had expressed himself upon matters of doctrine
and morality in a manner that displeased the Jesuits. They
acted towards him in their usual manner, by writing an attack
upon him, which appeared without any author's name. But
the Archbishop complained to the King, and altogether stood
his ground so firmly, that in the end the Jesuits were glad to
give way, disavow the book, and arrange the reconciliation which
took place.